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[bookmark: _gzzu30oitlcx]Early Years Vision at Holy Cross Primary School
At Holy Cross Primary School we follow in the footsteps of Jesus by creating a welcoming ethos, valuing each child and their family no matter what ethnicity or background. We want all our Early Years children to be happy, confident, independent and well-rounded individuals who develop a lifelong love of learning, reading and exploring the world around them. We believe that every child deserves the best possible start to their education and provide a safe, secure, inclusive and stimulating environment, both indoors and outdoors, which builds on each child’s individual needs, interests and experiences.
Our Early Years curriculum is carefully designed to support children’s development, spark their curiosity and equip them with the skills and knowledge they need to become confident, enthusiastic learners. We recognise that every child is unique and ensure that learning opportunities are engaging, purposeful and appropriately challenging, enabling all children to thrive and achieve their full potential.
[bookmark: _ehd4rw3omf1x]Curriculum
Our curriculum provides a balance of adult-led teaching and child-initiated learning, ensuring that children have opportunities to follow their own interests alongside carefully planned experiences that progressively build on their prior knowledge, skills and understanding. Learning is carefully sequenced across Nursery and Reception, with activities and experiences becoming increasingly challenging as children develop and grow. Our skilled practitioners use ongoing observations and assessments to identify children’s next steps and plan purposeful learning opportunities that meet their individual needs. Through high-quality interactions, adults model language, ask thoughtful questions and extend children’s thinking to deepen learning and support continuous progress. Adults act as positive role models, nurturing children’s confidence, resilience, independence and enthusiasm for learning, ensuring that all children develop the strong foundations they need for the next stage of their education.

[bookmark: _atj95aj2b4w7]Communication and Language
Communication and language are central to everything we do in the Early Years. We recognise that developing strong listening, attention, understanding and speaking skills provides the foundations for future learning, positive relationships and success throughout school life.
We create a language-rich environment where children are encouraged to talk, listen, ask questions, share ideas and express their thoughts and feelings. Through stories, rhymes, songs, role play, conversations and carefully planned adult interactions, we introduce new vocabulary and support children to develop their confidence in communicating with others.
We place particular importance on developing children’s ability to listen carefully, follow instructions, engage in back-and-forth conversations and explain their ideas. We recognise that children enter Nursery with different communication experiences and needs, and we provide targeted support and rich opportunities to help every child make progress.
[bookmark: _3uynyg3fh0ee]Building Strong Foundations in Nursery
In Nursery, our priority is to develop the three prime areas of learning: Communication and Language, Personal, Social and Emotional Development, and Physical Development. These areas provide the essential foundations for children’s future learning and are central to ensuring that children are confident, independent and ready for the transition into Reception.
Through purposeful play, positive relationships and carefully planned experiences, we support children to develop their communication skills, manage their emotions, build friendships, share and take turns, develop independence and strengthen their physical coordination. We encourage children to develop their self-help skills, including managing their belongings, dressing themselves, using the toilet independently where appropriate and following familiar routines.
As children become more confident in these prime areas, we introduce and strengthen the essential skills that prepare them for the next stage of their learning. We recognise that children develop at different rates and provide a supportive, nurturing environment where each child can flourish and make progress from their individual starting point.
[bookmark: _vev9suqbpcj6]Developing Essential Basic Skills
We are committed to developing the basic skills children need to become successful, independent learners. Throughout Nursery and Reception, children develop early literacy, mathematical understanding, physical coordination, problem-solving skills and the ability to concentrate and persevere.
In Nursery, these skills are introduced through practical, hands-on experiences, songs, rhymes, stories, construction, mark-making, sorting, counting and exploratory play. As children move into Reception, learning builds progressively to develop early reading, phonics, writing and mathematical understanding.
We provide opportunities for children to recognise sounds, enjoy books, develop their pencil control, make marks with meaning, count objects, recognise patterns and explore numbers in meaningful contexts. Alongside these academic foundations, we nurture curiosity, resilience, creativity and a positive attitude towards learning, helping children develop the confidence to take on new challenges.
[bookmark: _e5il08e0qq4j]Inspiring Indoor and Outdoor Environments
Our indoor and outdoor environments are carefully planned to provide rich, varied and stimulating learning opportunities. We recognise the importance of outdoor learning in developing children’s gross motor skills, imagination, curiosity, confidence and understanding of the natural world.
Our outdoor provision encourages children to climb, balance, move, build, investigate, create and explore. We support children to assess and manage appropriate risks, make decisions and develop their own ideas and narratives. Through these experiences, children build physical strength, resilience, independence and problem-solving skills.
Indoors, children have access to a wide range of engaging learning opportunities, including creative activities, small-world play, construction, mark-making, fine-motor activities and role play. These experiences strengthen children’s coordination, dexterity, imagination and communication skills.
We continually enhance our indoor and outdoor environments in response to the seasons, children’s interests, emerging needs and the high-quality texts that form an important part of our curriculum. This ensures that our provision remains relevant, engaging and responsive to the children we teach.
[bookmark: _wsvzkvmxcdzl]Exploring Our Local Community
At Holy Cross Primary School, we recognise the importance of helping children understand the world in which they live. Our local area provides a valuable extension to the classroom, offering meaningful opportunities to develop communication, language, independence and a growing understanding of the wider community.
Through local walks and carefully planned visits, children explore their surroundings, notice changes in the environment, observe seasonal patterns and learn about the people and places within their community. These experiences encourage children to ask questions, make observations, develop new vocabulary and connect their learning to real-life experiences.
Visits to the local library and museums provide opportunities to develop children’s curiosity, cultural awareness and love of learning. Library visits help children discover new books, develop their enjoyment of stories and understand how libraries support reading and learning. Museum visits enable children to explore artefacts, investigate the past, encounter new ideas and develop an understanding of people, places and events beyond their immediate experiences.
We use these visits, alongside stories, discussions, photographs and follow-up activities, to deepen children’s understanding and bring learning to life. By making meaningful connections with our local community, we help children develop a sense of belonging and an appreciation of the world around them.
[bookmark: _67bkyii6v035]Developing a Love of Reading
We are passionate about developing a lifelong love of reading from the very beginning of every child’s education. We recognise that books open doors to imagination, knowledge, adventure and new experiences, while supporting children’s communication, language and early literacy development.
High-quality texts are woven throughout our Early Years curriculum and help inspire children’s play, discussions, creative activities and investigations. We share stories, poems, rhymes and non-fiction texts regularly, encouraging children to listen attentively, join in with familiar phrases, discuss characters and events, predict what might happen next and develop a rich vocabulary.
In Reception, systematic phonics teaching and appropriately matched reading books support children in developing the skills needed to become confident early readers. Across our provision, we encourage children to revisit favourite stories, explore books independently and share their enjoyment of reading with others.
[bookmark: _lcpq52capqyf]Working in Partnership with Parents and Carers
We believe that children achieve their best when school and home work together. Positive, trusting relationships with parents and carers are central to our Early Years provision, and we value families as children’s first and most important educators.
We take time to get to know each child and their family, sharing information about children’s interests, experiences, achievements and developing needs. By working in partnership with parents and carers, we build a fuller understanding of each child and can plan learning experiences that reflect their individual starting points.
We actively encourage parental involvement through initiatives such as the PEEP (Parents as Early Education Partners) programme, which supports families to develop children’s learning through everyday interactions, songs, stories, play and conversation. We also value initiatives such as Ready Teddy, which encourage families to engage with school life and support children’s readiness for learning and their transition into school.
We provide opportunities for families to share in their children’s learning and offer practical ideas and guidance to help them support communication, early reading, early mathematics and independence at home. By working together, we strengthen the connection between home and school, helping children feel secure, supported and confident as they progress through their Early Years journey.
[bookmark: _tgsu6l7in9w1]Preparing Children for Reception and Beyond
Our Early Years curriculum is designed to ensure that children develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes they need for a successful transition from Nursery into Reception and beyond. We recognise that school readiness is about more than academic skills; it includes communication, confidence, emotional well-being, independence, physical development and the ability to build positive relationships.
Through a nurturing environment, purposeful play, high-quality interactions and a carefully sequenced curriculum, we support children to become increasingly independent, resilient and ready to embrace new challenges. We celebrate each child’s progress, recognise their individual achievements and provide support and challenge to help every child move forward.
At Holy Cross Primary School, we are committed to giving every child the strongest possible foundation for their school journey. By nurturing curiosity, developing essential skills, fostering a love of reading and learning, exploring our local community and working closely with families, we aim to ensure that every child feels valued, included and excited about the opportunities that lie ahead.
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