Curriculum subject overview:  Reception 

	2026-2027

	Subject
	Autumn Term, 

All About Me

Elmer

Giraffes can’t Dance

Leaf Man

Star in a Jar

Non-fiction related texts
	Spring Term

Big Dreaming 
    
Three little Pigs

Goldilocks and the three bears

Non-fiction related texts
	Summer Term

Harry and the Bucket full of Dinosaurs

    
Superworm


Non-fiction related texts

	
	1
	2
	1
	2
	1
	2

	Linked texts to develop vocabulary and comprehension
	Elmer collection of stories.  

The Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister – sharing and friendship

Square Cat

Walking Through the Jungle – Julie Lacome 


Non fiction texts (curriculum visions) 
	The Leaf Thief - Alice Hemming

Red leaf, yellow leaf - Lois Elhert

Tidy - Emily Gravett

Autumn non fiction texts

Whatever Next - Jill Murphey 

How to catch a star/ where to find a star - Oliver Jeffers 


	The Snow Thief - Alice Hemming

Elmer and Winter

Jack and the Beanstalk

Hansel and Gretal 
	Billy Goats Gruff

The enormous turnip

Little Red Riding Hood

The Gingerbread Man


	Harry and a bucketful of dinosaurs collection

Elmer and the Lost Toy.

Dinosaur Roar! – Paul & Henrietta Stickland

Lost and Found – Oliver Jeffers

Non-fiction linked to dinosaurs.

	Julia Donaldson books.

What the Ladybird heart at the seaside

Brilliant bugs



	PSED
	All about me - see themselves as valuable individuals. 

Zones of regulation - Teddy Bear - all about feelings - green, yellow, blue, red - begin to moderate their own feelings and consider feelings of others. 

Reception Ambassadors - build respectful relationships and see themselves as valuable individuals. 


All are welcome - You Choose by Nick Sharratt and Pippa Goodheart -To recognise that we all like different things.  - Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.


live life to the full  - hand- made with love - see themselves as valuable individuals created by God. 

Safe Relationships - PANTS


Peacemakers - Children learn to build constructive relationships

All our welcome - Red Rockets and Rainbow Jelly by Sue Heap and Nick Sharratt-To recognise that we can be friends with people who like different things. -  Think about the perspectives of others.
	I am me - See themselves as valuable individuals. Think about the perspective of others - similarities and differences. 

Heads, shoulders, knees and toes - know about the factors of keeping themselves healthy - moving/exercise regularly. 

Ready Teddy 
Know about factors of overall keeping healthy - eating, sleeping, brushing teeth


Vauxhall Children’s Centre - teeth brushing 

Similarities and differences - see similarities between themselves and others, see themselves as valuable individuals. 

Money and work - Children express their feelings and the feelings of others through the concept of money and work. 

Journey in Love - understand that they are unique and valuable individuals. 
	Peacemakers - children express their feelings and think about the perspective of others.

I like, you like, we all like - children think about the perspectives of others and express their own opinions. 

All the feelings - Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others. Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge.   Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally.

Let’s get real - Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally.

All out welcome - Blue Chameleon, Emily Gravett, understand we are all different

Peacemakers - Children learn to build constructive relationships
	 
Growing up - See themselves as valuable individuals, growing from a baby, to toddler to child. Reflecting on changes. 

New places new people - Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.  Think about the perspectives of others, growing up, changes and memories. 

Classroom shorts - Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.  Think about the perspectives of others, growing up, changes and memories. 

All our welcome lesson - The family book, Tod Parr, different families. 

Journey in love - friendships, who do I play with., Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally.

	Peacemakers - Children learn to build constructive relationships

God is love - See themselves as a valuable individual. Build constructive and respectful relationships. Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.

Loving God, Loving others - Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.


All our welcome - Lesson  Mummy, mumma and me - different families, talking about their feelings and experiences of family.


Soaper heroes - Manage their own needs, including personal hygiene. Know and talk about the different factors that support their overall health and wellbeing.


	Me, you, us - Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.  Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenges, responsibilities at home and in the wider world. 


When I grow up - Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.  Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenges, jobs they know about, what they would like to do. 

Classroom shorts - Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.  Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenges, what adults do whilst at work. 

Money doesn’t grow on trees - Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally, understanding the difference between needs and wants. 

Classroom shorts - understanding the difference between needs and wants. 

Journey in love - friendships, what it means to be a good friend.

Transition to Year 1
ELG  
Self regulation 
Managing self
Building relationships

	Communication and Language
	Nursery Rhymes and songs. 

The Elmer/Giraffes can’t dance to discuss feelings, use social phrases, promote good listening and understanding skills. 

The magic story box using key words, characters and events from the story Elmer the Patchwork Elephant. Introduce non-fiction related texts. Encourage children to ask questions to find out more and to check their understanding of what has been said to them.

Use Talk for Write to tell a story for the above text.

Non- Fiction texts and vocabulary based on animals


WELCOMM strategies within adult led activities and continuous provision to support language, understanding and communication.  

Concept Cat
	Poems, rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. 
The magic story box using key words, characters and events from the story Leaf man/ Star in the Jar. Listen to and talk about related non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary.
Encourage children to ask questions to find out more and to check their understanding of what has been said to them.

The magic story box using key words, characters and events from the story. - Star in a Jar/ Leaf man 

Introduce non-fiction related texts - Related to Autumn-. Encourage children to ask questions to find out more and to check their understanding of what has been said to them.

Use Talk for Write to tell a story for the above text.

WELCOMM strategies within adult led activities and continuous provision to support language, understanding and communication.  

Concept Cat
	Poems, rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. 

The magic story box using key words, characters and events from Big Dreaming/The Three Little Pigs. Listen to and talk about related non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary. 
Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding

Use Talk for Write to tell a story for the above text. 

WELCOMM strategies within adult led activities and continuous provision to support language, understanding and communication.  

Concept Cat


	Poems, rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. 

The magic story box using key words, characters and events from Goldilocks and the Three Bears. Listen to and talk about related non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary. 
Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding

Use Talk for Write to tell a story for the above text. 

WELCOMM strategies within adult led activities and continuous provision to support language, understanding and communication.  

Concept Cat
	Poems, rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. 

The magic story box using key words, characters and events from Harry and the Bucketful of Dinosaurs. Listen to and talk about related non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary.

Use Talk for Write to tell a story for the above text. Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text; some as exact repetition and some in their own words.

WELCOMM strategies within adult led activities and continuous provision to support language, understanding and communication.  

Concept Cat
	Poems, rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. 

The magic story box using key words, characters and events from Superworm. Listen to and talk about related non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary.

Use Talk for Write to tell a story for the above text. Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text; some as exact repetition and some in their own words.

WELCOMM strategies within adult led activities and continuous provision to support language, understanding and communication.  

Concept Cat

	Physical development/ Health and Well Being
















	Children now start to use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor.

Children now begin to form some letters and progress towards a more fluent style of moving, developing control in both their fine and gross motor movements. 

Using the text Giraffes can’t dance  move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses.

Children further develop the skills they need to manage the school day successfully: • lining up and queuing • mealtimes • personal hygiene.
	As children celebrate Christmas they start to explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups.

Develop their fine motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing linked to Elmer, Star in the Jar, paintbrushes, scissors linked to Christmas activities.  
Children are competent at using knives, forks and spoons.

Children develop overall body-strength, balance, co-ordination and agility when playing in the outdoor area. 
	Children also begin to act out Traditional Tales. 

Children now are beginning to use both gross and fine motor skills more confidently by combining different movements with ease and fluency. This may be outdoors when using climbing equipment, using the stage for dance movements and indoors drawing, painting and construction activities. 



	Children design houses for the Three Little Pigs and confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus indoors and outside, alone and in a group.

Children are becoming more confident using the outdoor area and it’s apparatus/resources to develop the overall body strength, co-ordination, balance and agility needed to engage successfully with future physical education sessions and other physical disciplines including dance, gymnastics, sport and swimming.

	Further progress towards a more fluent style of moving, with developing control and grace.

Combine different movements with ease and fluency 

Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient.

Develop confidence, competence, precision and accuracy when engaging in activities that involve a ball
	Gross Motor
Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and others. In continuous provision outdoors and in adult led Rugby Tots.

Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing, using the two wheeled bike, the climbing wall or balance bars.

Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing

Fine Motor Skills 
Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases both in continuous provision and Literacy lessons. 

Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paintbrushes during continuous provision. Cutlery at lunch time. 

Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing both in continuous provision and adult led activities.

	Literacy
	Elmer -  children write initial sounds linked to the story setting. 

Use the Magic Story Box to tell the story of Elmer the Patchwork Elephant/ Giraffes can’t dance.. To become familiar with key vocabulary characters and events of the story. 

Children are able to read individual letters by saying the sounds for them. 

Use Talk for Write to make a story map retelling each part of the story. Children then write a simple story using their story map. 

Children paint, draw and write the name Elmer on their picture. 


Children apply these new skills within continuous provision.


	Use Magic story box to tell the story of Leafman 

 Develop ideas of where else a leaf may travel to - write initial sounds (some children may be able hear and write more sounds within a word)


Use the Magic Story Box to tell the story Star in the Jar. To become familiar with key vocabulary characters and events of the story. 

Write items they would want to put in a jar - write CVC words. 



Use Talk for Write to make a story map retelling each part of the story. Children then write a simple story using their story map. 


Children apply these new skills within continuous provision.
	Use the Magic Story Box to tell the story of The Big Dreaming/ Three Little Pigs. To become familiar with key vocabulary characters and events of the story. 

Use Talk for Write to make a story map retelling each part of the story. Children then write a story using their story map. 

Big Dreaming - Write CVC words. 

Write short sentences with words with known sound-letter correspondences using a capital letter and full stop. Children to read their work and blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter– sound correspondences.


Children apply these new skills within continuous provision.
	Use the Magic Story Box to tell the story of Goldilocks and the Three Bears. To become familiar with key vocabulary characters and events of the story. Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter–sound correspondences and, where necessary, a few exception words. Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them.

Use Talk for Write to make a story map retelling each part of the story. Children then write a story using their story map. Write short sentences with words with known sound-letter correspondences using a capital letter and full stop. 

Children to read their work and blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter– sound correspondences. Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them.

Children apply these new skills within continuous provision.
	Use the Magic Story Box to tell the story of Harry and the Bucketful of Dinosaurs. To become familiar with key vocabulary characters and events of the story. 

Use Talk for Write to make a story map retelling each part of the story. Children then write a story using their story map. Write short sentences with words with known sound-letter correspondences using a capital letter and full stop

 Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense.

Children apply these new skills within continuous provision.
	Use the Magic Story Box to tell the story of Superworn. To become familiar with key vocabulary characters and events of the story. 

Use Talk for Write to make a story map retelling each part of the story. Children then write a story using their story map. Write short sentences with words with known sound-letter correspondences using a capital letter and full stop. Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense.

Children to research mini-beast facts to make books, post cards relaying information. Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense.

Children apply these new skills within continuous provision.

	Mathematics
(Whiterose maths)
	Getting to Know you


Match, sort and compare


Talk about measure and patterns 

it’s me - 1, 2 ,3 
	Circles and triangles.


1,2,3,4,5


Shapes with 4 sides. 






	Alive in 5

Mass and capacity


growing 6,7,8
	Length, height and time.

Building 9 and 10.


Exploring 3D shapes 
	To 20 and beyond.

How many now?


manipulate, compose and decompose. 
	Sharing and grouping

Visualise, build and map


Make connections. 

	Understanding of the World
(RE, Science, History, Geography)
	RE- Branch 1 - Creation and covenant

Science – Our bodies How do our senses work? 

History – Families Photos - When our parents/grandparents were young

Geography – Where do Elmer and his friends live (life in other countries, oceans)




	RE- Branch 2, encounters Diwala

Science – Changes in the environment and weather during Autumn/Winter

History – The Christmas Story, how people lived in Jesus’s time – no electricity, water, gas, - Bonfire night - Guy Fawks, Remembrance Day 
  
Geography – Where did the leaf man travel to - human and physical places - maps





	Branch 3 Promises 

Science – Describe what they see, feel and hear whilst outside, changes in the environment, hibernation.
 
History – Chinese New Year Story, traditionals and celebrations from the past and now.

Geography – How is the environment changing? (Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them.)


	Branch 4

Science – Making Easter cakes, materials used for building houses.

History – Looking back at the equipment we had in our homes from the past. 
 
Geography- Where did the 3 Bears go on their walk? (life in this country and others, three little pigs - understand and use simple maps. 



	Branch 5
  
Science – Types of dinosaurs and their features 

History – Looking back at different species over time. Transport over time. 

Geography – The planet at the time of the dinosaurs – excavating fossils (Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live).
	Branch 6

Science – Superworm What lives in the soil
Wormery

History – Looking back how have we grown?

Geography – Exploring the garden for worms. (Exploring the world around us), mapping, our local area. 


	Expressive Arts and Design 
(Art, DT, Drama, Music, Dance,)
	Art – Self-portraits and pictures of our family
Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings (colour mixing)
Return to and build on their previous learning.
DT – Provide children with a range of materials for children to construct with, Elmer
Drama – Home life, starting school,, Developing storylines in their pretend play.
Music – Nursery rhymes, autumn / harvest hymns
Dance – Learning to dance to a beat. 


*Giraffes Can’t Dance - exploring different styles of dance - performing dances. 
	Art – chalk and pastel firework pictures, Leaf printing, 
DT- Teach children different techniques for joining materials, such as how to use adhesive tape and different sorts of glue. Christmas cards and advent calendars – 
Drama –The Nativity
Music – Nativity and Christmas songs Watch and talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and responses.
Dance – Disco and party dancing



*Leaf Dance 
	Art – Draw/paint their own dreams.  Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills.
DT – Celebration cards.
Drama – Develop storylines in their pretend play.
Music – Musical instruments from around the world. Travelling songs, making up our own songs 
Dance – Using ribbons and scarves outdoors. 
	Art –.Create Seasons collages.
Discuss children’s responses to what they see.
DT - Easter cakes Drama –  Act out Traditional Tales
Music – Easter songs, Easter concert
Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses.
Dance – Outdoor ring games and songs



	Art – Encourage children to notice features in the natural world. Help them to define colours, shapes, texture and smells in their own words.
DT –  drawing
Drama - Develop storylines in their pretend play.
Music – Spring songs/music 
Dance – Using the stage outdoors to create a performance
	Art – Mini-beast paintings
DT – Making a model mini beast out of clay and natural materials
Drama – Holidays, packing, camping.
Music – Summer songs/music Mini-beast songs.
Dance – Dances from around the world.


	Trips/Visitors
	Environmental walks
The Library 
	The Museum 
Father Christmas
	The Fire Service

	Library
	Environmental walks. Museum - Dinosaurs 
	Rent a Beast
Art walker Gallery



