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29th January 2020

Dear Parents/Guardians

Social media (e.g. Facebook, Instagram, WhatsApp, Snapchat, TikTok) along with online gaming (Xbox Live, PlayStation) has transformed the manner in which we communicate with each other as well as changing how children spend their spare time out of school. 

There have been an increasing number of incidents of pupils using social media and online gaming to be unkind to one another. Messages that can start of seemingly innocent don’t take into account those on the receiving end nor does it recognise how quickly things can get out of control and become unpleasant. Whilst things have taken place off the school site and outside school hours, the resulting fallout in these situations can have major implications on relationships in school. 

How can parents help?
The responsibility for monitoring a child’s use of social media, online gaming or indeed the internet in general, lies with parents/guardians. We strongly encourage you to discuss issues around this with your child.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Most social media platforms have a minimum legal age of 13 which is in place to try and keep users safe. However we are finding pupils’ as young as 6 have social media accounts. If you allow your child access to these apps which we strongly advise you not to:

· Please ensure that if your child is communicating with others, they are considerate in the way in which they express themselves and avoid language that may upset others.
· Supervise your child’s activities online but particularly on social media and ensure their privacy settings on switched on the highest level.
· Keep track on what your child is posting and who they are friends with on these accounts. 
· Delete apps or confiscate devices if your child is using them inappropriately.
· Ensure that children do not have unsupervised access to mobile phones, tablets etc particularly at night when settling to sleep

More e-safety guidance can be found on our school website.

And can we remind everyone that mobile phones are only to be brought into school if your child walks to or from school on their own and in this case they can be kept in the school office. 
 
Yours sincerely


H.Bannon
Headteacher 
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